Coffee And Gift Shop

Willows held an Open Day =~ We now have a good selection of fairly
on the 21% of October. traded gifts and a range of fair trade
Luckily the day was quite teas and coffee in our shop. There are
sunny and we raised al- also traditional toys and local arts and
most £600 for our winter crafts all making excellent and unusual
feed appeal and £130 for Christmas presents.

the horse rug fund. The
day was well attended and
live music was again
provided by local music
tutor Edgar Gray (pictured
’ left).

We are holding another
Open Day on December
2nd from 10-30am till 3-
30pm and hope to see
some of you there.

I i I}"[ Iggy the iguana is a very much loved pet of a young man who found that due to ill
"; | health he was unable to continue to look after him. Willows agreed to take Iggy and
# his owner built a suitable new cage for him and was very pleased to know that he
would be welcome to visit him whenever he wishes.

Animal Assisted Therapy

As you probably all know by now Willows is unique in helping both animals and people. The Animal
Assisted Therapy has grown and grown until there are now 12 placements funded by Aberdeenshire
council. We are also now running several new projects, for example: Guildry House in Elgin an or-
ganisation for homeless people, Banardos16+ has become involved and we are hoping to see a cou-
ple of young clients very soon that are interested in animals and outdoor work We are also involved
with various substance misuse programmes such as Progress to Work and we have had about a
dozen people become involved in the AATP and they have all found it beneficial. One lady in particu-
lar is volunteering as much as she can and we are hoping to be able to employ her in the New Year.
Also we are open to the public in the afternoons and encourage organisations to visit for example the
Anna Richie School, (this is a school for severely mentally and physically handicapped children) we
gave them a guided tour and they had a wonderful time and the carers were particularly impressed
with our new disabled facilities as this enabled the children to get really close to the animals, in fact
there was a very special moment when Ninja (a horse) placed his head down to the level of the
wheelchairs and nuzzled the children extremely gently. We have been approached by various private
carers hoping we can offer the person they look after something, so far we have been able to provide
opportunities for four people. As usual we make sure the tasks are tailor made for the individual e.g.
one of the people grooms the cats and another person with brain damage manages to do manual

Twenty Minutes From Death!

This is a photo of an elderly cat ( age 18+) named Cheeky who although a
much loved pet was booked into the vets to be put to sleep as his elderly
owner could no longer cope with Cheeky failing to be housetrained. Willows
received an urgent call to the effect that unless we could take him he had a
final appointment with the vet in 20 minutes time. Of course we agreed to
take him and can now report that he is happily settled at the sanctuary and
has made friends with the other residents and rushes to greet visitors.




