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Ways you can help 

* Sponsor an animal 

* Visit the sanctuary 

* Help with fund-raising 

* Become a volunteer 

* Make a donation 

* Leave a legacy in  
your will. 

Welcome to our Autumn 2009 newsletter! 
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phone: 01771 653112  

kate@willowsanimals.com  
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Opening times  

Until December20th  
Monday, Thursday and 

Friday 12 -30pm till 3 -30pm 
 

Saturday and Sunday  
11 am till 3 -30pm 

 
Closed Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays  
 

CLOSED completely  
DEC 21st till JAN 9th  

Dusky came to Willows in early 2009 because his owners marriage had broken up.  

National charities had been unable to help find a new home for him because he suffers 

from a rare congenital abnormality which makes him allergic to grass! As long as he is 

kept away from grass he is able to lead a normal active life. He is a lovely gentle pony and 

is available to sponsor at a cost of £15 per year. Dusky has settled in well at Willows and 

made new friends amongst the other rescued horses and ponies.  

Welcome to our autumn newsletter.  Willows has experienced quite a difficult year in several ways. We were 

turned down by the Big Lottery although we had been encouraged by Big Lottery personnel to believe that we 

would be successful this time as our Animal - Assisted Therapy Project is so innovative and socially useful. This 

meant that we had to make two staff members redundant and open to the public only five days a week. Then the 

credit crunch has resulted in a reduction in the amount of donations we receive. However, due to the wonderful 

donations we have received from our loyal supporters we have survived and are now launching our annual appeal 

to raise money for our winter feed bill. We have been forewarned that the cost of each large bale of hay will in-

crease by £5.00 this year so please, please help Willows if you are able to. 

In early February 2009 Willows was approached by a lady who was extremely concerned 

about the plight of two thoroughbred horses who had been abandoned at a livery yard and 

whose owners were being sued for the outstanding livery bill. As the court hearings contin-

ued the two innocent horses were left neglected and starving in a field. A national welfare 

charity was called and declared that the horses would take too many resources to return to 

full health and decided that they should both be put down. The concerned lady was utterly 

appalled at this pronouncement and approached Willows. We immediately agreed to offer 

them a  home. When they arrived, the Willows vet evaluated them and although they had 

lost muscle and condition he felt that they would fully recover in just a few months. He also 

said that the gelding was only about 7 years old!  Since the last newsletter both horses have recovered completely 

It was decided that Carmen should be retired but Romeo is going to be sent to a natural horsemanship practitioner 

to be broken in to be ridden and he will then be further evaluated .  

Gus 

Romeo and Carmen - Update! 

Willows was asked if it could provide a home for Gus, a cat who although friendly to hu-

mans was terrorising a neighbour s dog (a Pomeranian) with heart problems! We 

agreed to accept Gus not realizing just how far his hatred of dogs would go! Willows has 

some permanent canine residents and little did they know that Gus would not have the 

friendly relationship with them that they have with all the other cats! When Gus decides to 

take on a dog ( or even two or three at a time )  he suddenly appears from his hiding 

place and although he only has three legs, he charges at the chosen dog at a frightening 

speed, hissing and spitting and scaring the dog out of its wits! In spite of this behaviour 

Gus is a lovely cat who enjoys meeting all the visitors who come to the sanctuary. 

Dusky 


